THE  CIRCULATION OF  THE BLOOD

border of the thyroid cartilage divide into the external and in-
ternal carotid arteries. The latter enters the cranial cavity
where it divides into branches to supply the brain with blood.
The subclavian artery conveys blood to the upper limb; at
the root of the limb it is called the axillary artery, and in the
arm the             artery (see Figs. 4-3 and 4-5). It will be noted

that the common carotid and subclavian arteries on the right
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Fig. 4-6   Section of the wall of a small artery.
side spring from the innominate, whereas the left common
carotid and subclavian arise directly from the aorta.
The walls of the arteries are thick and -strong; they contain
a large proportion of elastic tissue and a smaller amount of
smooth muscle. They are lined by endothelium which is
called the internal coat or tunica intima. The middle coat or
tunica media is made up of elastic and muscular tissues. The
outer coat, composed of connective tissue, is called the tunica
(see Figs. 4-6 and 47), The proportions of smooth
muscle and elastic tissue in the arterial wall vary with the size
of the artery. Though elastic tissue enters largely into the con-
struction of the largest vessels, e.g., the pulmonary artery and
aorta, muscular tissue is relatively small in amount. In the